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INVESTIGATION 4: SOIL EXPLORATIONS

Our study of rock sizes led us to a study of soil. We now
know that soll is mostly rock particles and some humus.

One important property of soil is its water content. Sail
scientists often do fesfs to see how quickly water soaks
into and pdsses through the soil. This is called porosity.
Test and compare the porosity of soil in two or more
places around your home,

Use a frowel or metal spoon to dig a shallow hole inthe |
soil, maybe the size of a soda can, but not very deep.
Pour in about a cup of water and time how long the
water takes to completely soak into the soll. Compare
flower beds, gordéns, edges of lawns, paths,

sandboxes, and so on. Keep frack of the time needed
to soak into different soils and collect a little sample of
the soil.

Remember, in order fo compare, the holes should be
fhe same size, and the amount of wo’rer should c:lwoys |
be. The same.

- Usé the chart on the back of this sheet to record your results.
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Soil Location

Soil Description

Time It Takes For
Water To Soak

Conclusions: Was there a difference in time that it took for the
water to soak into the various soils? Why do you think you got
the results that you did?




